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▪ Galatians 6:1 - Refers to spiritual good in restoring brethren. 

▪ Galatians 6:2 - Refers to spiritual burdens (not talking about 
helping one carry a sack of groceries). 

▪ Galatians 6:3 - Not physical but spiritual. 

▪ Galatians 6:4 - Proving our spiritual work (not proving what a 
good fence you built). 

▪ Galatians 6:5 - Spiritual (bear own burden). 

▪ Galatians 6:6 - “Communicate” in this passage is from the same 
word translated “Fellowship.” It is joint participation. When a 
teacher teaches the truth, you live the truth, and you are 
having communication with the teacher in every truth that he 
teaches. It is not a passage that “proves” that one must pay the 
preacher. 

▪ Galatians 6:7 - You reap spiritually what you plant spiritually. 

▪ Galatians 6:8 - You’ll reap spiritually what you sow. 

▪ Galatians 6:9 - If you work spiritually then in due time you will 
reap spiritually. 

▪ Galatians 6:10 - Do you think the apostle Paul, after spending 
these nine verses stressing the spiritual things, would now 
switch and stress the physical? No. He is still discussing the 
spiritual good. It is true that verse 10 looks back to verse 6, but 
not in the way so commonly supposed, namely that in verse 6 
we dispense material gifts to our teachers and now in verse 10 
to all men in general and especially to our fellow believers. It is 
in fact quite otherwise: We are first to make ourselves 
participants with our teachers in all the spiritually good things 
they have to offer us. This is to be the source of our enrichment. 
Then we dispense our spiritual wealth to others with all tireless 
energy so that they may share it with us. We must conclude 
that the “good” in Galatians 6:10 then, is spiritual good. 

Who Is Commanded to Do This Good? 

Is it the individual or the church? We learn that it is the individual as 
we read further in the text. Verse 12 says: “As many as desire to make 
a good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to be 
circumcised, only that they may not suffer persecution for the cross of  
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REJECTING THE COUNSEL OF GOD 

J.A. Harding 

The Scriptures say, speaking of John's baptism, “The Pharisees and 
lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of him” (Luke 7:30). If to fail to be baptized by John, as these 
people did, was to reject the counsel of God against themselves, what 
do you suppose it will be to reject the baptism of Jesus? The one was 
a servant, the other the Son. “If the word spoken by angels 
(messengers like John) was steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense of reward, how shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation, which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by them that heard him?” 
(Hebrews 2:3) In the estimation of the apostle it was a much more 
terrible thing to reject the teaching of Jesus than of the messengers 
that came before him. 
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Christ.” Do you think they were trying to circumcise the individuals or 
the church? We can clearly see that this whole passage pertains to the 
individual. Note these key words: Galatians 6:1 “if a man,” Galatians 6:2 
“one another's,” Galatians 6:3 “if a man,” Galatians 6:4 “every man,” 
Galatians 6:5 “every man,” Galatians 6:6 “let him,” Galatians 6:7 “a 
man,” Galatians 6:8 “he that,” Galatians 6:9 “let us.” Is this us churches 
or us individuals? Paul was writing this text, so was Paul a church or an 
individual? Galatians 6:10 says “as we.” We should be able to see that 
Galatians 6:10 is individual action and in spiritual matters. This is not to 
say that the church cannot teach or that individuals cannot help the 
needy, but this passage of Galatians 6:10 just isn’t the passage that 
teaches it. 

Will You Accept the Consequences? 
If Galatians 6:10 is church action and good is everything in the world 
that is good, will you accept the consequences? If one teaches that 
Galatians 6:10 is church action and the good is everything that is good, 
will you get the church involved in all good in the world? We must be 
extremely careful in what we do in matters of religion. Individuals are 
to do good to all men in the spiritual realm in keeping with the context 
of Galatians 6:10. This passage has been perverted over the years to 
mean to “do good” is to have ball teams, recreational grounds, gyms,   
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“If a Man is Overtaken in 

any Trespass…          

Restore Such a One” 

Galatians 6:1 

CONFESS TRESPASSES 
James 5:16; 1st John 1:9 

REPENT OF SIN 
Acts 8:22 

PRAY FOR FORGIVENESS 
Acts 8:22 

REMAIN STEADFAST 
1st Corinthians 15:58; Revelation 2:10 

“What Must I Do 

to Be Saved?” 

Acts 16:30 

LEARN THE GOSPEL 
John 6:45; Romans 10:17 

BELIEVE IN CHRIST 
Hebrews 11:6; John 3:16 

CONFESS CHRIST 
Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10 

REPENT OF SIN 
Acts 3:19; 17:30 

BE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
Mark 16:16; Romans 6:3-6 

REMAIN STEADFAST 
1st Corinthians 15:58; Revelation 2:10 
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Hebrews 10:24-25 
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operate schools, teach math, 
science, and history, have social 
parties, camp outs, retreats, 
rallies, etc. Our goal should be to 
help one another spiritually, 
doing good to all for the cause of 
Christ. Are you ensuring that you 
are doing everything based on 
Christ’s authority (Matthew 
28:18)? 

 

“Whole Counsel” 

             
Acts 20:27 
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UNDERSTANDING THE “GOOD” OF GALATIANS 6:10 

Richie Thetford 

Galatians 6:10 says: “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.” This 
passage of scripture has been used and quoted by people to justify the 
church doing everything and anything they want the church to do. 
And I mean everything from church-sponsored recreation (church 
kitchens, ball teams, church scout troops, sewing classes, singles, and 
divorce classes, etc.) to church donations to the Red Cross, missionary 
societies, and colleges. Does Galatians 6:10 really mean all of this, or 
are they just trying to justify what they want to do? It has been a “catch 
all” verse in denominations for many years and in many churches of 
Christ. Let’s answer three questions about Galatians 6:10. 1) What is 
“the good.” 2) Who is commanded to do this good (local church or the 
individual saint?) 3) Will any accept the consequences if the good is 
unqualified? 

What Is the Good of Galatians 6:10? 

The word “good” means “good, profitable, generous, beneficent, 
upright, virtuous.” It is used in mentioning things physical (Matthew 
7:11) and things spiritual (Luke 10:42). The good part in Luke’s account 
is learning the word of God, not serving the physical things. Since the 
word “good” can mean either spiritual or physical good, what does it 
mean in Galatians 6:10? Let's look at the context of this passage. 
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