
CONTRADICTIONS BETWEEN THE BOOK OF MORMON AND HOLY SCRIPTURE 

 

I. MOSES DID NOT DIVIDE THE WATERS OF THE RED SEA WITH HIS WORDS 

A. “Therefore let us go up; let us be strong like unto Moses; for he truly spake 

unto the waters of the Red Sea and they divided hither and thither, and our 

fathers came through, out of captivity, on dry ground, and the armies of 

Pharaoh did follow and were drowned in the waters of the Red Sea” (1
st

 

Nephi 4:2). 

B. Exodus 14:16, 21 

God told Moses to stretch his rod over the sea to part the waters and that is 

what he did. 

 

II. NO PORTION OF THE GOSPEL HAS BEEN TAKEN AWAY 

A. “And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from 

the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the formation of that great and 

abominable church, which is most abominable above all other churches; for 

behold, they have taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts 

which are plain and most precious; and also many covenants of the Lord 

have they taken away. And all this have they done that they might pervert the 

right ways of the Lord, that they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of 

the children of men. Wherefore, thou seest that after the book hath gone forth 

through the hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many 

plain and precious things taken away from the book, which is the book of the 

Lamb of God” (1
st

 Nephi 13:26-28). 

B. Mark 13:31 

The words of Jesus in His gospel can never pass away. 

 

III. ADAM & EVE DID NOT NEED TO SIN IN ORDER TO BEAR CHILDREN 



A. “And now, behold, if Adam had not transgressed he would not have fallen, 

but he would have remained in the garden of Eden. And all things which were 

created must have remained in the same state in which they were after they 

were created; and they must have remained forever, and had no end. And 

they would have had no children; wherefore they would have remained in a 

state of innocence, having no joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for 

they knew no sin. But behold, all things have been done in the wisdom of him 

who knoweth all things. Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that 

they might have joy” (2
nd

 Nephi 2:22-25). 

B. Genesis 1:28 

The first man and woman were under command to reproduce well before 

they ever sinned.  

C. Romans 5:12 

Adam’s transgression did not bring “joy!” It brought death to all men. 

 

IV. BLACK SKIN IS NOT A CURSE FOR SIN 

A. “And he had caused the cursing to come upon them, yea, even a sore 

cursing, because of their iniquity. For behold, they had hardened their 

hearts against him, that they had become like unto a flint; wherefore, as they 

were white, and exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they might not be 

enticing unto my people the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to 

come upon them” (2
nd

 Nephi 5:21). 

B. Numbers 12:1 

Moses did not get the message that black skin is unenticing or less than 

delightsome for he married an Ethiopian woman and Ethiopians were known 

for their different skin (Jeremiah 13:23). 

 

V. CHRIST DID NOT ESTABLISH THE CHURCH UNTIL AFTER HIS DEATH 



A. “And they were called the church of God, or the church of Christ, from that 

time forward. And it came to pass that whosoever was baptized by the power 

and authority of God was added to his church” (Mosiah 18:17). 

B. Matthew 16:18 

The book of Mosiah is set about a century before Jesus came to earth, but 

while Jesus lived, He promised to build the church. 

C. Acts 20:28 

The church was purchased with Christ’s blood, so it could not have pre-

existed His death, much less His birth! 

 

VI. JESUS WAS NOT BORN IN JERUSALEM 

A. “And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of our 

forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who shall be 

overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, and bring forth 

a son, yea, even the Son of God” (Alma 7:10). 

B. Matthew 2:1 

Jesus was, specifically, born in Bethlehem. 

C. Micah 5:2 

His birthplace fulfilled a prophecy. There were two towns by this name in old 

Israel, but it was the lesser one in Judah where He was born. 

 

VII. MELCHIZEDEK’S GENEALOGY IS SPECIFICALLY UNKNOWN 

A. “But Melchizedek having exercised mighty faith, and received the office of 

the high priesthood according to the holy order of God, did preach 

repentance unto his people. And behold, they did repent; and Melchizedek 

did establish peace in the land in his days; therefore he was called the prince 

of peace, for he was the king of Salem; and he did reign under his father” 

(Alma 13:18). 

B. Hebrews 7:1-3 



The whole point of the “order of Melchizedek” (Psalm 110:4) is that his 

ancestry was unknown to man. Unlike the “order of Aaron” (Hebrews 7:11), 

which was absolutely based on descent from Aaron of the tribe of Levi, the 

priesthood of Melchizedek had nothing to do with whom his father was! 

 

VIII. THE DARKNESS AT THE CRUCIFIXION LASTED THREE HOURS 

A. “But behold, as I said unto you concerning another sign, a sign of his death, 

behold, in that day that he shall suffer death the sun shall be darkened and 

refuse to give his light unto you; and also the moon and the stars; and there 

shall be no light upon the face of this land, even from the time that he shall 

suffer death, for the space of three days, to the time that he shall rise again 

from the dead. 

“And he said unto me that while the thunder and the lightning lasted, and the 

tempest, that these things should be, and that darkness should cover the face 

of the whole earth for the space of three days” (Helaman 14:20, 27). 

B. Matthew 27:45 

While Jesus hanged from the cross, darkness overtook the land for the 

duration of three hours, not three days! 

 

IX. CHRIST DID NOT DESCEND AFTER RETURNING TO HEAVEN 

A. “And it came to pass, as they understood they cast their eyes up again towards 

heaven; and behold, they saw a Man descending out of heaven; and he was 

clothed in a white robe; and he came down and stood in the midst of them; 

and the eyes of the whole multitude were turned upon him, and they durst 

not open their mouths, even one to another, and wist not what it meant, for 

they thought it was an angel that had appeared unto them. And it came to 

pass that he stretched forth his hand and spake unto the people, saying: 

Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the prophets testified shall come into the 

world. And behold, I am the light and the life of the world; and I have drunk 



out of that bitter cup which the Father hath given me, and have glorified the 

Father in taking upon me the sins of the world, in the which I have suffered 

the will of the Father in all things from the beginning. And it came to pass that 

when Jesus had spoken these words the whole multitude fell to the earth; for 

they remembered that it had been prophesied among them that Christ 

should show himself unto them after his ascension into heaven” (3
rd

 Nephi 

11:8-12). 

B. Acts 2:34-35; 3:20-21 

When Christ ascended, he sat down at the right hand of the Father, there to 

remain until the end. 

 

X. GOD IS NOT FLESH AND BLOOD 

A. “And he saith unto the Lord: I saw the finger of the Lord, and I feared lest he 

should smite me; for I knew not that the Lord had flesh and blood. And the 

Lord said unto him: Because of thy faith thou hast seen that I shall take upon 

me flesh and blood; and never has man come before me with such exceeding 

faith as thou hast; for were it not so ye could not have seen my finger. Sawest 

thou more than this?” (Ether 3:8-9). 

B. John 4:24; Luke 24:39 

God is Spirit and a spirit does not have flesh. 

 

CONCLUSION 

A. Galatians 1:6-9 

There is no need for revelation subsequent to the New Testament. 

B. Jude 3 

The faith already in our possession is sufficient. 


