
“BY FAITH, MOSES…” 

 

Hebrews 11 magnifies five instances of faith in the life of Moses. 

 

I. “WAS HIDDEN… BY HIS PARENTS” 

A. Hebrews 11:23 “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months 

by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not 

afraid of the king's command.” 

The first occasion of faith in Moses’ life is credited to his parents, Amram and 

Jochebed. While much can be said about this specific incident, much has 

already been said throughout this series, so our focus will narrow. 

B. 2
nd

 Timothy 1:5; 3:14-15 “I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in 

you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I 

am persuaded is in you also… you must continue in the things which you have 

learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, and 

that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Faith ought to be passed down from generation to generation. The best 

upbringing children can have is to know the Scriptures, preparing them for 

salvation. 

C. Deuteronomy 11:18-21 “You shall lay up these words of mine in your heart 

and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 

frontlets between your eyes. You shall teach them to your children, speaking of 

them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. And you shall write them on the doorposts of 

your house and on your gates, that your days and the days of your children 

may be multiplied in the land of which Jehovah swore to your fathers to give 

them, like the days of the heavens above the earth.” 



Moses, by inspiration, commanded the Israelites to first commit God’s word to 

their own hearts and then to their children, teaching them wherever they were 

and whatever they were doing. 

 

II. “REFUSED TO BE CALLED THE SON OF PHARAOH’S DAUGHTER” 

A. Hebrews 11:24-26 “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be 

called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with 

the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the 

reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to 

the reward.” 

Although he was adopted into the royal household, Moses declined to identify 

as an Egyptian, choosing to claim his Hebrew heritage, despite the 

disadvantage it would place him in. 

B. 2
nd

 Corinthians 6:14-18 “Do not be unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 

communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? 

Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the 

temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has 

said: ‘I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they 

shall be My people.’ Therefore ‘Come out from among them and be separate, 

says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.’ ‘I will be a 

Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord 

Almighty.’” 

It is necessary to distance ourselves from those who keep us distant from God. 

C. Matthew 19:29 “Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father 

or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a 

hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.” 

Some family relationships must be sacrificed in order to please Jesus. 



D. 1
st

 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good 

habits.’” 

Christians must be selective about friendships. 

 

III. “FORSOOK EGYPT” 

A. Hebrews 11:27 “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; 

for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” 

His life in jeopardy, Moses became a refugee. 

B. Philippians 3:7-8 “What things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 

Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the 

knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 

things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ.” 

Similarly, Paul turned his gain into loss, that He might have Christ. 

C. Luke 14:33 “Whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My 

disciple.” 

Discipleship requires totally forsaking one’s previous life. 

 

IV. “KEPT THE PASSOVER” 

A. Hebrews 11:28 “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest 

he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.” 

Keeping the Passover seems a simple act, and, in a way, it is. Routine worship 

is received by God and should be encouraged. In Moses’ case, there was 

more to it, though. 

B. Exodus 12:1-30 “Now Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

saying, ‘This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first 

month of the year to you. Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: “On 

the tenth of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to 

the house of his father, a lamb for a household. And if the household is too 

small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to his house take it according 



to the number of the persons; according to each man's need you shall make 

your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first 

year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. Now you shall keep it 

until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the 

congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. And they shall take some of the 

blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where 

they eat it. Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with 

unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat it raw, nor 

boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire — its head with its legs and its 

entrails. You shall let none of it remain until morning, and what remains of it 

until morning you shall burn with fire. And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on 

your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall 

eat it in haste. It is Jehovah's Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and 

beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. 

Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when 

I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to 

destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. So this day shall be to you a 

memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to Jehovah throughout your 

generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance. Seven days 

you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven from 

your houses. For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the 

seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. On the first day there shall 

be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a holy 

convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but that 

which everyone must eat — that only may be prepared by you. So you shall 

observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this same day I will have brought 

your armies out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day 

throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance. In the first month, on 



the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, 

until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. For seven days no leaven 

shall be found in your houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same 

person shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger 

or a native of the land. You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwellings you 

shall eat unleavened bread.”’ Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and 

said to them, ‘Pick out and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, 

and kill the Passover lamb. And you shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the 

blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts with the 

blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall go out of the door of his house 

until morning. For Jehovah will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when 

He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, Jehovah will pass 

over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike 

you. And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you and your sons 

forever. It will come to pass when you come to the land which Jehovah will 

give you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service. And it shall be, 

when your children say to you, “What do you mean by this service?” that you 

shall say, “It is the Passover sacrifice of Jehovah, who passed over the houses of 

the children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our 

households.”’ So the people bowed their heads and worshiped. Then the 

children of Israel went away and did so; just as Jehovah had commanded 

Moses and Aaron, so they did. And it came to pass at midnight that Jehovah 

struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who 

sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and 

all the firstborn of livestock. So Pharaoh rose in the night, he, all his servants, 

and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a 

house where there was not one dead.” 



When Moses kept the Passover it was the first Passover ever. It is rarely easy to 

be the first to do a thing. Moreover, in this instance, keeping Passover was 

literally a matter of life and death. 

C. Psalm 103:17-18 “The mercy of Jehovah is from everlasting to everlasting on 

those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children's children, to such as 

keep His covenant, and to those who remember His commandments to do 

them.” 

Mercy is extended to those who do as God has said to do. 

D. 1
st

 Corinthians 5:7 “Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.” 

Christ is the new Passover and we must keep Him. 

 

V. “PASSED THROUGH THE RED SEA” 

A. Hebrews 11:29 “By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, 

whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned.” 

Imagine how nerve-wracking it would have been to enter into the dry seabed, 

with walls of water, held back by no glass, held back by nothing but the will of 

God. 

B. Exodus 14:21-15:21 “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and 

Jehovah caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and 

made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. So the children of 

Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a 

wall to them on their right hand and on their left. And the Egyptians pursued 

and went after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, 

and his horsemen. Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that Jehovah 

looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and 

cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyptians. And He took off their chariot 

wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, ‘Let us 

flee from the face of Israel, for Jehovah fights for them against the Egyptians.’ 

Then Jehovah said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the 



waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their 

horsemen.’ And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the 

morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were 

fleeing into it. So Jehovah overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. Then 

the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army 

of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them 

remained. But the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the 

sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 

So Jehovah saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel 

saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Thus Israel saw the great work which 

Jehovah had done in Egypt; so the people feared Jehovah, and believed 

Jehovah and His servant Moses. Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this 

song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying: ‘I will sing to Jehovah, for He has 

triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea! 

Jehovah is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation; He is my 

God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. Jehovah is a 

man of war; Jehovah is His name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast 

into the sea; His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. The depths 

have covered them; They sank to the bottom like a stone. Your right hand, O 

Jehovah, has become glorious in power; Your right hand, O Jehovah, has 

dashed the enemy in pieces. And in the greatness of Your excellence You have 

overthrown those who rose against You; You sent forth Your wrath; It 

consumed them like stubble. And with the blast of Your nostrils the waters 

were gathered together; the floods stood upright like a heap; the depths 

congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will 

overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be satisfied on them. I will draw 

my sword, My hand shall destroy them.” You blew with Your wind, the sea 

covered them; they sank like lead in the mighty waters. Who is like You, O 

Jehovah, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious in holiness, fearful in 



praises, doing wonders? You stretched out Your right hand; The earth 

swallowed them. You in Your mercy have led forth the people whom You have 

redeemed; You have guided them in Your strength to Your holy habitation. The 

people will hear and be afraid; sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of 

Philistia. Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed; the mighty men of Moab, 

trembling will take hold of them; all the inhabitants of Canaan will melt away. 

Fear and dread will fall on them; by the greatness of Your arm they will be as 

still as a stone, till Your people pass over, O Jehovah, till the people pass over 

whom You have purchased. You will bring them in and plant them in the 

mountain of Your inheritance, in the place, O Jehovah, which You have made 

for Your own dwelling, the sanctuary, O Jehovah, which Your hands have 

established. Jehovah shall reign forever and ever.’ For the horses of Pharaoh 

went with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea, and Jehovah brought 

back the waters of the sea upon them. But the children of Israel went on dry 

land in the midst of the sea. Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, 

took the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her with 

timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered them: ‘Sing to Jehovah, for He 

has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!’” 

God parted the waters, but Moses had to step in. 

C. 1
st

 Corinthians 10:1-13 “Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be 

unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 

all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same 

spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that 

spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of 

them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the 

wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we 

should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become 

idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, ‘The people sat down to eat 

and drink, and rose up to play.’ Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some 



of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, 

as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; nor complain, 

as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now 

all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him 

who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you 

except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you 

to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also 

make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 

Sadly, many of those who participated in the exodus would later backslide, 

earning the wrath of God. We must be on guard against temptation. 


